
ACELG Newsletter 2015-2
The Amsterdam Centre for European Law and Governance (ACELG) is a research centre of excellence at the Faculty
of Law of the University of Amsterdam. Established in 2009, it studies European Union Law in the context of the

surrounding legal and political systems as well as wider structures of (global) governance.
The ACELG Newsletter is published twice a year.

Deirdre Curtin takes up position at EUI
Deirdre Curtin as from 1 January 2016 will take
up a new position as Professor of European Law
at the European University Institute in Florence, a
Joint Chair of the Law Department and the Robert
Schuman Centre. Deirdre Curtin, Professor of Eu-
ropean Law and Governance at the University of
Amsterdam since 2008, founded ACELG in 2009.
ACELG under her leadership developed into an

established centre of excellence at the Faculty of Law, gaining inter-
national visibility and prominence with its excellent researchers and
activities. The procedure for finding her successor is under way.
Deirdre Curtin will remain a professor at the law department in
Amsterdam and closely affiliated to ACELG and its researchers.

ACELG V: Inclusion and Exclusion

Panel 3 in dialogue
with the audience

On 20 November 2015, ACELG held its 5th An-
nual Conference. This year’s focus was Inclu-
sion and Exclusion in the EU. The well-attended
conference considered inclusion and exclusion both
from an internal and external perspective, with
panels on migration, social exclusion and national
protectionism. As follow-up of the conference,
ACELG will publish an open access edited collec-
tion of position papers by the conference speakers

and discussants. In the meantime read the conference report by
Annette Schrauwen.

New ACELG postdoc
On 1 November, Szilárd Gáspár-Szilyági joined
ACELG as a postdoctoral researcher, funded by
ACELG’s partner ACCESS EUROPE. Szilárd
Gáspár-Szilyági acquired his doctoral degree at
the University of Aarhus with a dissertation on
The ’Direct Effect’ of EU International Agree-
ments Through a US Lens. He is the author of
several academic articles in among others Euro-

pean Law Review, Common Market Law Review and European Pub-
lic Law. At ACELG he will pursue research on existing and nego-
tiated ISDS clauses in the new generation of EU and US free trade
and investment treaties. More ...
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Steven Blockmans: The Netherlands,
in: R. Balfour and C. Stratulat (eds.)
EU Member States and Enlargement
Towards the Balkans (Brussels: EPC
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Law, 18(1), pp. 33 - 47
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EU Member States to Prevent and End
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of the EU in Transnational Regulation:
Extending experimentalist governance?
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Most recent ACELG blogs

Autonomous EU law concepts or def-
erence to national law? The unsteady
ground of CJEU judgments by Eljalill
Tauschinsky & Thomas Vandamme
Mutual Trust before the Court of Jus-
tice. A view from CJEU Judge Sacha
Prechal by Szilárd Gáspár-Szilyági
C-62/14 Gauweiler: How the ECJ
avoided Stockholm syndrome but risks
either a standoff or a stalemate by Tomi
Tuominen
Regulatory Cooperation under TTIP:
Democracy on this Side of the Bridge
by Joana Mendes

All ACELG blogs

http://acelg.uva.nl/
http://acelg.uva.nl/events/past-events-2015/acelg-v-summary.html?1=
http://www.uva.nl/contact/medewerkers/item/s.gaspar-szilagyi.html?f=gaspar-szilagyi
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/536476/IPOL_STU(2015)536476_EN.pdf
http://acelg.uva.nl/publications/2015.html
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELJOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalBrowse&journal_id=1788428
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/11/27/autonomous-eu-law-concepts-or-deference-to-national-law-the-unsteady-ground-of-cjeu-judgments/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/11/27/autonomous-eu-law-concepts-or-deference-to-national-law-the-unsteady-ground-of-cjeu-judgments/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/11/27/autonomous-eu-law-concepts-or-deference-to-national-law-the-unsteady-ground-of-cjeu-judgments/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/11/11/mutual-trust-before-the-court-of-justice-a-view-from-cjeu-judge-sacha-prechal/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/11/11/mutual-trust-before-the-court-of-justice-a-view-from-cjeu-judge-sacha-prechal/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/11/11/mutual-trust-before-the-court-of-justice-a-view-from-cjeu-judge-sacha-prechal/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/10/26/c-6214-gauweiler-how-the-ecj-avoided-stockholm-syndrome-but-risks-either-a-standoff-or-a-stalemate/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/10/26/c-6214-gauweiler-how-the-ecj-avoided-stockholm-syndrome-but-risks-either-a-standoff-or-a-stalemate/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/10/26/c-6214-gauweiler-how-the-ecj-avoided-stockholm-syndrome-but-risks-either-a-standoff-or-a-stalemate/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/10/05/regulatory-cooperation-under-ttip-democracy-on-this-side-of-the-bridge/
https://acelg.blogactiv.eu/2015/10/05/regulatory-cooperation-under-ttip-democracy-on-this-side-of-the-bridge/
http://acelg.blogactiv.eu/


Doctoral thesis on secrecy defended
On 11 December 2015, Vigjilenca Abazi suc-
cessfully defended her doctoral thesis entitled
Secrecy and Oversight in the European Union:
The Law and Practice of Classified Information.
In her work, which was praised by members of
the doctorate committee as a major contribution
that combines legal analysis with insights from

political science and public administration, she examines how
official secrets impede the realisation of democratic scrutiny and
fundamental rights in the European Union. Drawing from 40
interviews with EU officials, MEPs, experts, and civil activists,
she not only maps the regulatory regime of official secrets but also
investigates its practice or, in her own words, ‘opens the black box’
of the European Union Classified Information system. More...

After Anniek de Ruijter and external PhD researcher Jeremy
Bierbach, Vigjilenca Abazi is the third ACELG PhD candidate
to succesfully defend her PhD project in 2015. She is currently
postdoctoral researcher and a research coordinator at the Centre
for European Research (CERiM) at Maastricht University.

What is wrong with EU decision-making?
On Monday 2 November, Professor Jürgen
Neyer, European University Viadrina in Frank-
furt (Oder), delivered a lecture within the project
The Architecture of Postnational Rulemaking, co-
directed by the Amsterdam Centre for European
Law and Governance, carrying the simple but

evocative title What is wrong with EU decision-making?. Accord-
ing to Neyer, it is the lack of contestation that eventually becomes
unsustainable for the European Union: ‘Discourse and conflict are
two sides of the same coin - they are both necessary.’ Read more
on the ACELG blog by Maarten Hillebrandt

Research stay

In the month of January, ACELG
welcomes Professor Nanette
Neuwahl for a research stay in
Amsterdam. Nanette Neuwahl is
a Full Professor at the Université
de Montréal’s Centre de recherche
en droit public (CRDP) and has
since 2008 held the Jean Monnet
chair in European Union Law at
the same university. She com-
bines a sabbatical in Europe with
a research stay at ACELG in her
home country The Netherlands.

Architecture Project

ACELG co-directs the project
The Architecture of Postnational
Rulemaking. In the Dialogue Se-
ries leading and upcoming schol-
ars are invited to engage with the
theme. Next in the series:

18.1.2016: Sahib Singh,
University of Helsinki & Univer-
sity of Cambridge

18.4.2016: Poul Kjaer,
Copenhagen Business School

30.5.2016: Joanne Scott,
University College London

16. & 17.6.2016: Workshop
’Austerity and Law in Europe’
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