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Ten years after Regulation 1/2003
On 14 November 2014, the Fourth ACELG An-
nual Conference on Ten Years of Decentralized EU
Competition Law Enforcement took place, bring-
ing together academics and practitioners with the
aim to take stock of the various constitutional (le-

gal and institutional) developments that followed the entering into
force of Regulation 1/2003 and to evaluate its first ten years of
functioning. Read PhD researcher Or Brook’s ACELG blog on the
conference.

Defending European Values in the WTO
In July, assistant professor Maria Weimer final-
ized a two-year research project in which she ex-
plored to what extent members of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO), and especially the EU, are
able to respond to consumer values when regulat-
ing food and related products, while complying
with WTO standards. Using several case studies,
the project showed that WTO members can legit-

imately invoke consumer, especially animal welfare and ethical con-
cerns, and that recent WTO decisions show a trend towards greater
deference to domestic policy choices in this respect. Finally, the
project observed a shift at the level of EU regulation of food and re-
lated products from mainly science-based to more value-responsive
approaches. The findings of Maria’s project will be published as
journal articles and book contributions in 2015. More...

Rules on EU Administrative Procedure
On 1 September 2014, the Research Network
on EU Administrative Law (ReNEUAL)’s Model
Rules on EU Administrative Procedure were pub-
lished, marking the completion of a five-year re-

search project, which involved ACELG members Deirdre Curtin and
Joana Mendes in leading roles. Researchers and practitioners from
Europe and beyond cooperated in creating the Model Rules on EU
Administrative Procedure with the objective to improve implemen-
tation of European Union law and policies whilst ensuring that the
constitutional values of the Union are present and complied with in
all instances of exercise of public authority. More...
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Vigjilenca Abazi: The Future of
Europol’s Parliamentary Oversight: A
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Journal, 06(5), pp. 1121 - 1144
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and Multi-Level Governance. Can
Lessons be Drawn from Cooperative
Federalism?, Maastricht Journal of Eu-
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Public defence Anniek de Ruijter
On 16 January 2015, PhD candidate Anniek de
Ruijter will publicly defend her doctoral thesis en-
titled A Silent Revolution: The Expansion of EU
Power in the Field of Human Health. A rights-
based analysis of EU health law & policy. On the
basis of three case-studies, Anniek concludes that
the EU not only explicitly, but also implicitly takes
on fundamental rights obligations with respect to

health. It de-facto balances the rights of individuals with those of
the entire EU population as well as the responsibility of the Member
States with that of the EU. However, not all aspects of EU health
policy can be legally challenged in terms of fundamental rights, even
when a policy affects fundamental values related to health, putting
its legitimacy in a precarious light. More ...

The EU’s Powers under External Pressure
Christina Eckes, Associate Professor and co-
director of ACELG, will hold a public conference
on 24 April 2015 to discuss the results of her NWO-
sponsored research project Outside-In. Tracing
the Imprint of the European Union’s External Ac-
tions on Its Constitutional Landscape. The project
has examined the consequences of the EU’s inten-

sified external actions for the power division within the EU. The
conference will focus on the power shifts that occur when a policy is
pursued externally rather than internally, triggered for example by
a different involvement and influence of the EU institutions or by
a changing interpretation of established organizational principles,
such as subsidiarity and sincere cooperation. More...

PhD Research Raises Interest
Although it is just mid-way, the work of ACELG
PhD candidate Katja Swider on the precarious le-
gal position of stateless persons has already raised
considerable interest with NGO’s, policy makers
and legal practitioners in the Netherlands and
abroad. Katja’s NWO-funded research focuses on
statelessness in Europe, and in particular the po-
tential role of the European Union in addressing

this issue. Her recent appointment as an Advisory Committee mem-
ber of the European Network on Statelessness, brought her to Ar-
menia, Russia and Slovenia for advisory work. Upon Katja’s ini-
tiative, a number of statelessness-related events will be brought to
the Law Faculty of the University of Amsterdam in March 2015,
such as a photo exhibition on stateless persons in the Netherlands
by Greg Constantine, a post-academic course on statelessness in
the Dutch legal system, and a symposium on policy developments
towards stateless persons in the Netherlands. More...

For your diary

16.1.15: PhD Defence An-
niek de Ruijter, A Silent Revolu-
tion: The Expansion of EU Power
in the Field of Human Health
More ...

21.1.15: Anne Meuwese:
Alternative proportionality and
subsidiarity review within the Eu-
ropean Commission More...

2.3.15: What awaits the
Dutch stateless in 2015? More...

24.4.15: Powers under Ex-
ternal Pressure More...

21-22.5.2013: Regulating
Risks in the European Union.
The co-production of expert and
executive power More...

Architecture Project

ACELG co-directs the
project The Architecture of
Postnational Rulemaking. In
the Dialogue Series leading and
upcoming scholars are invited to
engage with the theme. Next in
the series
2.3.2015: Jonathan Zeitlin, Uni-
versity of Amsterdam
1.6.2015: Joanne Scott, Univer-
sity College London (tentative)

16-17.4.2015: The Power of
Knowledge in ’Postnational’ Law-
Making More...

18-19.6.2015: Relative Au-
thority in Global Governance.
Balancing Institution in Compar-
ative Assessments

Researchers abroad

Nik de Boer, Harvard University
(09/14 - 12/14)
Deirdre Curtin: Wissenschaft-
skolleg zu Berlin (09/14 - 07/15)
Maarten Hillebrandt, University
of Lausanne (02 - 03/15), Univer-
sity of Gothenburg (04 - 06/15)

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM ACELG!
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