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II. Argument  

I. Phenomenon and research question 

Changes in conceptualisation 
of “market” as Treaty based 
concept 

Economic role of 
the state 

2008 

Economic and 
noneconomic purpose of 
the EU 

1. Terminological unclarity about economic or 
noneconomic interventions 

2. Asymmetry between market and nonmarket 
objectives in EU legal framework 

Problems 

Market based 
intervention  

Nonmarket 
based 

intervention 

Common market (tariff 
barriers) 

Single market    (+ non-tariiff 
barriers)  

Deregulation 

Economic 
purpose only 

Economic and 
social purpose  

Developments 

How and for what ends economic and noneconomic purpose of the EU can be combined?  

Research  
question 

Think about the 
promotion of market 
norms into 
nonmarket domains. 
Think about 
commodity fictions. 

Interesting 
perspectives 
from 
economic 
sociology: 
Karl Polanyi 

Think about 
structures that could 
ensure the 
embeddedness of 
nonmarket 
objectives. 

III. Normative implications  
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Different 
frames of 
assessment 

Market based 
intervention in free 
trade/competition 

objective 

Justification 
on the basis 
of economic 
rationality  

Nonmarket based 
intervention in free 
trade/competition 

objective 

Justification on 
the basis of the 

normative quality 
of the political 
processes that 

create the 
intervention 

Embeddedness 
and horizontal 
mediation 
through law 

Where do market norms belong? How can this be decided?  
 
Can the noneconomic purposeof the EU be fulfilled by ensuring embeddedness of nonmarket objectives?   
 
Can a horizontal mediation through law approach ensure embeddedness of the noneconomic EU 
dimension within the current EU economic law framework? 

Layer of EU Law 
that ties these 
interactions to 
substantive and 
enforcable rules 

Extending 
the 
argument 

How to ensure embededdness in: EU law making, new forms of EU governance, OMC? 

Considering the rediscovery of the intervening state; 

Considering the current Treaty based conceptualisation of the internal market;  
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